BOYHOOD

Mir Turab Ali Khan was born in Hyderabad on the 2nd of January
1829, the son of Mir Mohammad Ali Khan Bahadur, Shuja-ud-Dowla, the
eldest. son of Munir-ul-Mulk (Prime Minister 1809 to 1832). He was
brought up according to the best requirements and standards of the age
and given a thorough education in Arabic and Persian along with courses
in physical culture. At a very early age he acquired considerable
proficiency in Arabic and Persian and at the same time he managed to pick
up English in which language, it is recorded, a few years later, he was, to the
astonishment of many, found to discourse without any embarassment with
the British Resident and other European officers. From his work and
achievements one is led to the inevitable conclusion that it must have been
during these early years of his life that he laid by a store of knowledge by
extensive reading, hard study and deep thinking. Had Mir Turab Ali
Khan, in his young days been a perfunctory reader and a superficial thinker
he would not have blossomed into the man he did even before he was well
out of the middle of his twenties. Statecraft and administrative skill doubt-
less came through experience and what Walter Baghehot styled " experien-
cing nature" in alluding to Shakespeare, but the requisite wisdom, the
requisite powers of discrimination, the requisite sagacity, powers of discrimi-
nation, the requisite sagacity to advance when the world's opinion is adverse
to advance and to halt or recede when the world's opinion is in favour of
advancement and of halting when the world's opinion is in favour of hasten-
ing, came, not merely or solely, through experience and contact with the
hard and rough surface of the affairs of the world, but through study and
meditation in earlier years. When our principles are right, correct, we
triumph over circumstances; when our principles are incorrect and crooked,
circumstances triumph over us.

PRIME MINISTER 1853 to 1883

When his uncle, Nawab Siraj-ul-Mulk, passed away in May of 1853,
four years before the Mutiny, Nawab Nasir-ud-Dowla, the Nizam, installed
him in the office of Prime Minister* Although, owing to considerations of
hereditary rights, this high and responsible office was offered, we have no
warrant to think that the Nizam, Nawab Nasir-ud-Dowlah Bahadur, a man
of sound understanding, had no other consideration whereon to base his
selection. The young man's attainments and accomplishments were known
to him and, fortunately for himself, and happily, for his people, he selected
the right man, though young, and though his own troubles were varied and
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